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Our Mission
To promote better understanding of the public to 
the needs of the poor and underprivileged and 
to encourage the public to take an active part in 

alleviating the sufferings and needs of the poor and 
marginalized. 

Society of St Vincent de Paul 
Singapore

is a part of the global Vincentian family, an 
international Catholic voluntary organization 

dedicated to the sanctification of its members 
through serving the poor and disadvantage. 
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by Florence Tan
President, SSVP National Council

Financial and Forward Planning

In 2017, second-collections and general donations remained 
steady totalling $5.2 million, whilst total expenditure spent 
on Friends-in-Need (FINs) and local Homes was $5.3 million 
compared to $5.1 million in FY 2016. With this, the SSVP was 
able to increase our outreach by 10%,bringing help to 2,210 
families.

Cognizant of the stewardship required and the growing 
challenges faced by the Singapore community, it is important 
that the Society optimises our resources in serving the poor 
while remaining aligned to our founding values. Continual needs 
assessment through structured dialogue sessions between the 
SSVP National Council and the executive committees of the 
different Conferences is one important aspect. In addition, we 
continue to work on other avenues, such as:
• Regular spiritual talks by priests and nuns to strengthen our 
spiritual growth.
• Workshops to refresh our members’ understanding of the 
foundational rules of the SSVP, deepening our knowledge on the 
formation and mission of the Society.
• Strategic planning at the National and Conference levels.
• Sharing of best-practices and the development of Conferences’ 
specific strategic plans so as to bring more effective resources 
to all our beneficiaries and provide accountability to our 
benefactors.
• Governance and leadership training in 2018.

Recent initiatives like the 
Social Office, Milk and 
Diaper Project, Minor Home 
Improvements Project 
and the Migrant Workers 
Dormitory Outreach Project 
and continued collaboration 
with the many Catholic as 
well as other voluntary social 
works organisations, continue 
to make an impact in the 
wake of emerging concerns of 
the Singapore community at 
large. These concerns include 

age-related health issues and 
its demands on care-giving 
and an increased number 
of vulnerable families with a 
more diverse socioreligious 
landscape.

The SSVP has to ride on the 
momentum and foundational 
values in journeying with our 
beneficiaries and proactively 
identify new areas to serve 
their needs.

We are very grateful 
that many members with 
multiple talents and gifts have 
contributed towards these 
projects. The enthusiasm and 
generosity shown by many of 
our members is a heartening 
testimony of God’s plans 
for the Society and its good 
works in future. We continue 
to encourage more members 
and volunteers to come 
forward.

A Blessing - Bless 
Others Bountifully

In late 2017, the SSVP was 
blessed through a substantial 
donation from an anonymous 

Dear Friends,

In line with the SSVP’s goal to 

better serve those in need while 

staying true to our roots and 

fundamental characteristics, 2017 

has been a year of gratitude, 

providence and faith as we 

Vincentians continue in our service 

to God.

Donor’s estate.

This estate has bequeathed 
the SSVP with a donation 
to purchase a freehold 
shophouse to start a social 
enterprise. The Donor’s 
executors requested 
and encouraged SSVP to 
consider starting a sustainable 
enterprise to earn income 
which can expand, enhance 
and help sustain its charitable 
works and programmes. The 

significance of this blessing 
is akin to being given a 
‘fishing net’, reinforcing the 
need for the Society and 
our members to evolve 
our approach in sustainable 
operations to serve the poor, 
moving away from the sole 
reliance on donations. It is 
also a testament to God’s 
providence and faith in our 
mission in service to Him. It is 
with a grateful heart that we 
offer our sincere appreciation 
to the Donor’s family and the 
executors for this blessing 
which will enable the SSVP to 
scale new heights. The retail 
shop for pre-loved items, 
located at 501 Geylang Road, 
is scheduled to be operational 
in Q4-2018 and it will sell 
vintage, pre-owned goods 

New Conference

We are very happy to 
welcome the newest 
community of Vincentians 
at the Church of  The 
Transfiguration (COTT). It 
was formed in November 
2017 with the whole-hearted 

support of Rev Fr Joachim 
Chang. I would like to thank 
and congratulate Vincentians 
Julie Boon, Michael Koh and 
Andrew Goh who uprooted 
themselves from their 
respective Conferences to 
help start and mentor the 
COTT Conference members. 
This, and the tangible support 
from other Serangoon 
Conferences are testimonies 
of the deep fraternal support 
and love within the SSVP.

Appreciation

We are extremely grateful 
to our generous parishioners 
and other donors; our Patron 
his Grace Archbishop William 
Goh; national spiritual advisor 
Rev Fr Eugene Vaz; and all 
parish priests and other 
priests/spiritual advisors who 
have made it possible for the 
SSVP to continue to make a 
difference to our beneficiaries. 
We are also appreciative of 
our dedicated Vincentians and 
many other volunteers who

have set aside their personal 
time to regularly visit the 
Friends-in-Need (FINs) and 
provide them with resources 
to make a positive difference 
in their lives.

Through our individual 
and communal prayers, we 
continue to ask God for 
strength and blessings in 

spreading His love to our 
families and our FINs. We rely 
and trust in our Lord and are 
confident that the multiplier 
effect on our network of 
friendship and support will 
grow exponentially beyond 
expectations. It is with that 
grateful heart that we look 
forward to the year ahead in 
our journey as Vincentians.

Charity, Hope and Love to all

Florence Tan

Presisdent, SSVP National 
Council



by Fr Eugene Vaz
Spiritual Advisor, SSVP

The pages of this annual report bear testimony to our efforts in responding to Jesus in the poor 
we have served the past year.

But an AGM is also a time of special grace that the Lord gives us to look honestly and truthfully at 
where we are at this particular moment in our history, and to ask:
• In which areas of our life do we need to grow as disciples of Jesus? 
• “What more must we do?” (Mt 19 : 20)
In his Apostolic exhortation The Joy of the Gospel, dated Nov 24, 2013, our Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, reminds us that the Joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. In 
this oneness with Christ, joy is constantly born anew. We are called to live in this joy and to share 
this joy, especially with the poor.

“Each individual Christian and every community is called to be an instrument of God for the 
liberation and promotion of the poor, and for enabling them to be fully a part of society. This 
demands that we be docile and attentive to the cry of the poor and to come to their aid” (No. 
187). “In this context, we can understand Jesus’ command to his disciples: ‘You yourselves give them 
something to eat!’ (Mk 6 : 37). It means working to eliminate the structural causes of poverty and 
to promote the integral development of the poor, as well as small daily acts of solidarity in meeting 
the real needs which we encounter” (No 188).
I pray that all that we do as Vincentians is an expression of deepening our encounter with Jesus 
and growing in this joy.

Thank you for being Vincentians.

God Bless you!
Fr Eugene Vaz

My Dear Vincentians,

We have come to yet another AGM 

of the Society of St Vincent de Paul in 

Singapore.

We thank God for his blessing and grace 

upon us this past year. It has helped us to 

listen to his Son, Jesus, who has kept on 

reminding us “as you did it to one of the 

least of these my brethren, you did it to 

me” (Mt 25 : 40).
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Befriending, journeying and visiting 
Friends-In-Needs (FINs).

Giving supplementary cash aid 
and food for families of the 
underpriviledged, unemployed, sick, 
and aged.

Providing FINs with transport facilities 
to visit the sick members of the 
families in hospital and to secure 
medical treatment.

Providing school fees, supplementary 
fees, examination fees, bus fare, school 
books, and uniforms to our FINs 
children.

Securing employment for our FINs 
and their children.

Bringing cheer to the 
underpriviledged during Christmas, 
Easter and other local festivals with 
gifts, hampers, and hong baos.

Providing free breakfasts to FINs after 
Sunday Mass.

Providing free tuition to primary and 
secondary school pupils.

Providing scholarships and bursaries 
for children of FINs to attend 
University, Polytechnic, and other 
tertiary institutions.

$
Providing funds for self-help projects. Soliciting donations from benefactors 

and well-wishers and organising 
fund-raising projects such as fun fairs, 
jumble sales, sales of old magazines, 
newspaper, and Christmas Carolling.

Organizing sightseeing and excursion 
for families of FINs. 

Member’s participation at Masses 
offered for the sick and deceased 
persons. 

Organizing Masses and Blessings for 
the sick and disabled in churches and 
charitable Homes as well as lunches 
to residents in Homes.

Attending perpetual Masses for the 
intentions of the Society.

Visiting the FINs in hospitals and 
Homes.

Reach out and provide holistic 
assistance to the poor and marginalized

Involve more parishioners in building a 
missionary church through SSVP work

Journey as a community towards a 
wholesome Christian life and working 
together for a common purpose

A service as a way of acting on one’s 
faith and responding to God’s call to 
love God and one’s neighbour

Transforming LivesMinistry

SpirituallyFellowship

Service in Hope
4 Principles of the Vincentian Way of Life
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“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not 
love does not know God, because God is love.” 

1 John 4 : 7 - 8

Organizational
Chart
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The SSVP Social Office continues to grow from strength to strength. Started in 2015 in 
the West district as a pilot project to help FINs with complex problems, the Social Office 

has quickly become the go-to team for SSVP Conferences all over Singapore whenever they 
encounter difficult and complicated cases. 

Helmed by Meera Ramachandran and Alvin Dawson, and in consultation and partnership with 
SSVP Conferences, the Social Office turned around more than 140 complex cases in 2017.  More 
than 30% of these cases were referred directly by SSVP Conferences.

The SSVP Social Office works closely with and leverages on the services of external agencies 
(Social Service Offices, Family Service Centres, etc.) and member organisations in Agape Village 
such as the Catholic Welfare Services, Caritas, Montfort Care, ABLE and ACMI.

In 2018, the Social Office intends to improve the lives of even more FINs.  It will look to widen its 
network with external agencies and engage with more SSVP conferences in Singapore.  It will also 
launch a series of customised training modules to give Vincentians practical skills in better serving 
their FINs.  

The Social Office is overseen by a team of  Vincentians, on behalf of the National Council, who call 
themselves the TLC Team (Tender, Loving, Care Team).

The Faith Formation & Development (FFD) sub-committee was formed in 2011 primarily to 
promote the spiritual formation and development of the Society’s members so that they can 

draw nearer to Christ, serving Him in the poor and one another.

Towards this end, 2017 was packed with a number of prayer and reflection sessions including skills 
knowledge workshops. The highlights were the following : 
• 18 Mar 2017: Lent Prayer & Reflection by the Cenacle sisters
• 29 Apr 2017: Mass for the FINs concelebrated by Archbishop William Goh 
• 22 Jul 2017: Psychology of the Poor workshop
• 12 Aug 2017: Induction retreat and mass for new Vincentians
• 2 - 15 Oct 2017: Know the Rule workshops
• 12 Nov 2017:  Annual Retreat and mass by the Verbum Dei sisters
• 9 Dec 2017:  Advent Prayer & Reflection by the Cenacle sisters

We are very proud that 510 Vincentians attended the ‘Know the Rule’ workshops.  It is essential 
that we are grounded in the Society’s Rule and to be true disciples of Jesus Christ guided by the 
charism of our patron saint, St Vincent de Paul. 

The challenge is to entice our members to attend the programmes which are aimed at enriching 
and developing their spiritual lives.  We believe that Conference leaders play a key role in setting 
the tone of their Conference spirituality and vocation and we are confident that they will rise to 
the challenge.

For 2018, we will continue to promote programmes to members, encouraging them to live a life 
of prayer and reflection, both at the individual and community levels. We aim to have a spirit-filled 
year interspersed with skills knowledge workshops. 

Sub-Committee
Report

by David Lau
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Faith Formation Development

by David OngSocial Office Report

by Sean LeeYouth Report

The youths of our Society organised many activities for our FINs across various conferences in 
2017. These included visits to homes for the elderly as well as taking the children of FINs on 

educational outings to farms, animal shelters and even ice skating. The SSVP Youth also pursued 
collaborations with the students of the Singapore Management University (SMU), organising 
activities for the children at Family Care Centre in Serangoon Gardens; facilitating a range of games 
and quizzes centred on the theme of sustainability and environmental awareness. The highlight of 
the event was an arts and craft session where our members taught the children to make beautiful 
tea light holders. 

For 2018 we had a new tag line – “SSVP Fresh”.  We aim to build a thriving youth community on 
the national level, with greater focus in recruiting more youths and guiding our young Vincentians 
through this journey of helping the less fortunate in our community and sharing our faith with 
them. 

The vision of the SSVP Youth is to develop and nurture a community that comes together to pray.  
In Singapore, we are extremely fortunate that we have Conferences in most parishes that do great 
work for our FINs. 

As this community grows, the goal is to help young Vincentians and the SSVP on two levels.  On 
a personal level, this is a chance for young Vincentians of diverse backgrounds to come together, 
interact with like-minded youths with a common purpose and zeal to serve the less fortunate. As 
a community, we can journey together and offer solidarity, encouragement and prayers for one 
another. We also hope that student members of the SSVP in schools can continue to journey with 
us even after they leave school. The fresh ideas that they bring will benefit the Conferences in their 
work.

We can also plan and organise activities which were previously not possible without a critical mass; 
such as World Youth Day and other initiatives to recruit more young members to join the Society.  

There are many youths in Singapore who want to contribute to society by giving their time and 
helping the less fortunate. At the same time, they are also in search of a community, finding a sense 
of belonging and having a sense of purpose in what they do. We strongly feel that this gap can be 
filled by the SSVP Youth.

by Stanley LimFundraising and IPC Report

The idea of SSVP acquiring IPC (Institution of Public Character) status to tap on additional 
donations to supplement our existing SSVP fund, started in 2016. A committee was established 

to look into the feasibility of doing this and its impact on our society. 

Most corporate donors and sponsors would, as a matter of policy, require their beneficiaries to 
be IPC approved. Amongst other reasons, donations to an IPC approved charity would qualify 
for a tax deduction of 2.5 times.  An IPC approved charity is also subject to more rigorous 
governmental regulation and oversights. It thus provides assurance to donors that the charity is well 
run, practises good governance and the monies received well managed and utilised in accordance 
with the charity’s purpose and mission. The grant of IPC status will therefore have a positive effect 
on the image of SSVP and facilitate its fundraising efforts especially amongst corporate donors. 

We consulted several agencies that held IPC-status including Caritas, NCSS, ABLE to learn as much 
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Sub-Committee
Report

as we could.

 We then proceeded to organise 2 National Dialogues and visited many conferences to explain 
the need and manner in which this could be done with little impact to our society. It was essential 
that this IPC application should not affect the Vincentian role, duties and responsibilities and that 
SSVP and all conferences remain a Catholic lay charity serving Christ in the Poor.

 An Extraordinary General Meeting will be called in early 2018 for a national referendum to 
proceed with establishing a separate SSVP charitable trust fund (likely to be named Frederic 
Ozanam Trust Fund) which would apply for IPC status to supplement income for distribution to 
the poor. Our Society of St Vincent de Paul would remain as a registered society and continue with 
its current activities. 

 The SSVP charitable trust fund (when established), would not only open up new avenues for 
appeals and donations but also have the added advantage of bringing SSVP to the forefront of the 
Singapore community and form an intrinsic part of the Church’s social mission effort in helping the 
less fortunate in Singapore. 

by Robert NguyenSocial Enterprise Report

SSVP Singapore was abundantly blessed with a very significant bequest from the estate of an 
anonymous donor in late 2017.  A team was formed to respond to this generous offer to 

propose the setting up of a Social Enterprise Retail Shop (SERS) which would double up as the 
Society’s headquarters.

The concept and purpose was not just to raise money for the charity; the SSVP Social Enterprise 
would also serve the local community - selling affordable goods to disadvantaged individuals and 
families, offering a warm environment and a listening ear, and where appropriate, helping those 
most in need. This national SERS could also offer employment and volunteering opportunities; 
whilst calling on the collective consciousness of the 380,000-strong Catholic community in 
Singapore to donate good quality used goods which would otherwise go to other charitable 
institutions or end up in land refills.

Many Vincentians stepped forward to form the various sub-committees needed.  We could see the 
Holy Spirit’s guiding hand sending over 50 Vincentians to contribute their professional expertise, 
skills and time. Competencies included expertise in property, investments, finance, law, construction, 
renovation, interior design, space planning, retail/merchandising, communication and marketing, 
information technology, operations and logistics, etc.  

The teams, their roles and milestone achievements are summarised below :
Project Bailly Team – National Council (NC) President with several NC Exco members developed 
and presented the concept and proposal to the donor representatives in September 2017.  Upon 
approval, they then set up and coordinated teams to plan the execution of the plans.  The team 
also looked into the appointment of four Trustees to hold the property for the Society upon 
purchase. 

Premises Selection Team – Responsible for the selection of a suitable property, in collaboration 
with the donor’s representatives.

Renovation and Fit Out Team – Responsible for licencing, structural, construction, renovation, 
interior design and fitting out of the SSVP Shop.  This team will also act as the Tender Committee 
for major procurements.

Plan Launch Operate Team (PLOT) – Responsible for the planning of the operations and launch of 
the SSVP Shop.  This will include promotions to conferences to support donation drives at parish 
level as a strong marketing approach is essential to developing a good customer base.

SSVP Shop Volunteer Team – The success of the SSVP Shop will depend heavily on the quality 
and regularity of donated goods flowing in, as well as the number of dedicated volunteers we can 
engage to run the shop.  This volunteer management team will recruit, train and arrange the roster 
of the volunteers for the shop and the monthly collection drives. 

Cafe Team – Evaluates viable concepts for the operation of a small, intimate café to create a cordial, 
welcoming atmosphere for all who visit the SSVP Shop and headquarters.

The Social Enterprise Retail Shop is the first national and long-term project of this scale for SSVP 
Singapore. We continue to pray for our Lord’s blessings and guidance for this project in our pursuit 
to help our FINs and the poor.



SSVP SHOP
Opening Soon

a social enterprise where good quality can be 
bought at affordable prices, will open its doors in 

the last quar ter of 2018 at 
501 Geylang Road

Calling for people who love to work in 
a shop cum cafe to join the SSVP Shop 

Volunteer Community.

Register your interest to http://ssvpshop.sg/
Send an email to melanie.tan@ssvpsingapore.org
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Members of Society of St Vincent de Paul (SSVP) came together on 27 September to celebrate 
their patron’s feast day in Holy Mass at the Church of St Francis of Assisi, with Archbishop William 

Goh as the main celebrant.  
In his homily, Archbishop William reflected on the life of St Vincent de Paul who worked tireless in 
collaboration with others and sought constantly to renew the Society so that it remained relevant 

to its time.
Archbishop went on to emphasize that the Vincentian work of evangelization requires that we 

be true disciples of the Lord.  This involved developing good virtues like discipline, perseverance, 
humility, empathy and detachment.  Vincentians were exhorted to take holiness seriously in their 

lives.
At the mass, 47 new Vincentians took their pledges and were inducted into the Society, alongside 
12 very special members who received their 25th Anniversary Awards and 3 others who received 

their 50th Anniversary Awards by Archbishop William later that evening.

SSVP Feast Day 2017



The Vincentian Family:
PC East
PC City
PC West
PC North

PC Serangoon
Milk & Diapers Programme
Migrant Dormitory Project



Particular Council East
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Vincentian
Family

The annual Lenten Almsgiving project – started in 2016 – 
was held for the second consecutive year, and is looking to 
become an integral part of the work of SSVP Divine Mercy. 
In April, members visited a one-room rental block in Pasir Ris 
to provide assistance to residents. The SSVP members packed 
and distributed the groceries to about 150 needy households. 
They were supported by their family members and friends who 
joined them in packing and delivering the items.
Divine Mercy Conference started an SSVP Youth in July. They 
launched their first project, named Love in Action which is an 
initiative to help FINs who require essential furniture or home 
appliances by matching them to donors or sponsors’ gifts from 
among the church’s parishioners. The SSVP Youth also ran a 
Holiday Craft Workshop for the children of FINs during the 
December holidays. Activities included slime making and crayon 
melting.
The Conference shared many memorable moments with their 
FINs, such as the yearly CNY and Christmas celebrations, as well 
as the FINs Day Out.

Divine Mercy Conference

The Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Conference led a church 
Advent project called ‘Wish Upon A Star’. The purpose of the 
project was to bring some festive cheer and joy to the poor and 
under-privileged during the Christmas season.
 A Christmas tree full of stars was placed at the foyer of the 
Church of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour. Each star on the tree 
represented a wish to be fulfilled. SSVP members transcribed 
wishes one-by-one on stars to be placed on the tree. Although 
mainly targeted at residents within the boundaries of the Church 
of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, wishes were fulfilled even for 
multi-racial brothers and sisters as far as Ang Mo Kio and Bukit 
Merah.  
The project was held from Nov 4 to Dec 17 and a total of 212 
wishes - ranging from TV sets, household appliances, furniture 
and food - were fulfilled with the help of parishioners from Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succour. The presents were collected from 
parishioners before being distributed to the beneficiaries.

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour Conference

St Stephen Conference
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The Queen of Peace Conference

Holy Family Conference

On July 22, members of The Queen of Peace Conference took 
their FINs for an outing to the fishing pond in Punggol. Close 
to 40 FINs and their families joined about 20 Vincentians in 
the fun-filled prawning event. They had great fun for two hours. 
Prizes were given to families with the biggest catch. Later the 
FINs were treated to a sumptuous buffet dinner.
During dinner, recognition and book prizes were awarded to 
children who had done well in school. This is the fifth year that 
these prizes are being given to deserving students participating 
in the Conference’s tuition programme and have improved in 
their studies and done well in school.

The year 2017 was one filled with grace for the Conference 
of the Holy Family. Apart from regular home visits and 
birthday celebrations with FINs, various events such as a 
Chinese New Year luncheon, feast day celebrations, mid-year 
outing as well as parties during Easter and Christmas were 
organised. Other activities included a visit to the Gift of Love 
Home. The Conference members, along with the Holy Family 
Church Cancer Support Group, also celebrated the ordination 
anniversary of Spiritual Director Fr Damian de Wind.

The Conference held its annual outing for its FINs in July. About 
120 FINs attended the full-day event at the River Safari together 
with SSVP members. Participants were taken on a guided tour 
to see the different attractions, shows and enclosures at the 
River Safari and enjoyed a delicious catered lunch during the 
outing. Everyone had fun at the River Safari and are anticipating 
the next annual outing.
In September, the Conference members visited St. Vincent’s 
Home, spending time and befriending the residents. Everyone 
had a go at a karaoke singing session which was thoroughly 
enjoyable and then ended off their time together by presenting 
each resident with a red packet.



Particular Council City

The Conference of St. Alphonsus took 18 FINs for  an outing 
and lunch at Bollywood Veggies on Dec 3 last year.  Bollywood 
Veggies, set in the rustic environment of the northwest Kranji, 
is a farm that also hosts a bistro. The visit gave the FINs an 
experience of yester-years Singapore. The FINs were taken on 
a guided tour of the farm and shown how vegetables were 
farmed. After the tour, members and FINS worked their creative 
juices to make a mini garden landscape in a beautiful and 
portable container. FINs and members were allowed to take 
these beautiful terrariums home. It was therapeutic for some of 
the FINs, and they were proud of their handiwork! After lunch at 
the Poison Ivy Bistro, which featured food cooked with produce 
from the farm, the group returned home with fond memories.

St Alphonsus Conference

SSVP St. Bernadette, together with the Family Support Group of 
the parish, organised a ‘Christmas Wishing Tree’ programme for 
Christmas last year. FINs were invited to write their wishes on 
gift cards and hang them onto a big Christmas tree. Parishioners 
were then encouraged to pick up any of the cards and fulfil the 
wish on it. The wishes ranged from a T-shirt to transport fees 
for a little girl to attend the MINDS Special Education School. 
The response from parishioners was overwhelming, and many 
FINs were happy and grateful to have their wishes come true. 
Despite challenges involved in handing over the gifts to the FINs, 
the Conference had a fulfilling and meaningful Christmas. The 
project was generously supported by the Family Support Team, 
priests and parishioners of the Church of St. Bernadette.

St Bernadette Conference
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In June, FINs from the SSVP Conference of Our Lady of Lourdes 
were treated to a farm tour. They had a good time observing 
and feeding the animals and fishes. After the tour, everyone was 
treated to a sumptuous lunch. The tour and lunch provided a 
good platform for Conference members to interact with the 
FINs and proved to be a memorable occasion for all.
On Easter Sunday, last year, three of our FINs were baptized 
at the church of Sts Peter and Paul.  After the happy occasion, 
a group photo was taken with the celebrant, their catechism 
teacher, their godparents, members and their FIN friends who 
had come along to lend their support.
During the Christmas season, colourful goodie bags were 
presented to migrant workers by the Conference. Each bag 
contained a towel, toothbrush and toothpaste, a bar of soap and 
a chocolate. These bags were lovingly packed by the Conference 
members and volunteers. The bags were distributed to the 
migrant workers after the evening Tamil mass on Dec 10. Also 
during the Christmas season, members and FINs gathered 
for a sing-along to classic Christmas songs. After which, light 
refreshments were shared by everyone.

Our Lady of Lourdes Conference

Sacred Heart Conference
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During the year, Vincentians from Sacred Heart made a total 
of 500 visits to homebound FINs. These include beneficiaries 
warded in hospital or staying in Homes for the Aged. During the 
monthly visits the FINs were provided with cash allowances and 
members spent time with them checking on their wellbeing. 
Last April, 21 FINs attended a mass that was organised for 
them by the National Council. Members of the Conference 
also visited the Gift of Love Home and helped the Our Lady of 
Lourdes Conference during the Mass and dinner for migrants. 
On Dec 3, the Conference hosted a Christmas lunch for 85 
FINs. The beneficiaries enjoyed a delicious meal as they soaked 
in the festive atmosphere. As such activities are not organised 
often, the Conference is looking into making this a yearly affair 
so as to have more bonding time with FINs.



25 was a prominent number for this conference last year. 
Florence Hoe and Martha Loh celebrated their 25th year of 
dedicated service in this Conference while Fr Joseph Koh 
celebrated his 25th anniversary as a priest with members and 
FINs.
 Students from Catholic Junior College befriended and assisted 
the FINs in one of the Conference’s home cleaning projects 
as part of their school’s Local Service Learning Project. The 
help and enthusiasm from the students brought joy to the 
beneficiaries who in turn sharedtheir personal testimonies.
 The year ended with a Christmas party at Hotel Royal @ 
Queens for the FINs. Some FINs walk away with prizes from a 
quiz competition while everyone enjoyed the Christmas carols.

St Peter and Paul Conference

In December, the Conference held its annual Christmas party for 
FINs. The day always promises fun, interesting activities and the 
annual highlight – receiving a Christmas present. Last year’s party 
definitely did not disappoint.
For 2017, the Conference decided to do something different. 
Weeks before the event, parishioners were asked to contribute 
specific gifts that FINs needed. Parishioners generously went out 
of their way to purchase the best they could afford to satisfy the 
needs of FINs; a parishioner actually fulfilled the wish of a FIN 
who asked for a 2-door fridge, much to the disbelief and joy of 
the FIN.
Parishioners were also invited to join in the festivities at the 
Christmas party and interact with FINs to experience the joy of 
giving. The FINs enjoyed a sumptuous buffet spread and played a 
host of games. All went home with their presents and and wide 
smiles on their faces.

St Michael Conference
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The Conference of St Teresa organised a Christmas party 
for FINs. Held at the church canteen, approximately 140 
beneficiaries attended the party. Attendees were treated a wide 
array of dishes, which were served to them by members of the 
Conference. FINs with mobility issues were served their meal at 
their table. Fr Arro, the Spiritual Director of SSVP, also dropped 
by to greet everyone. After the sumptuous meal, special rations 
prepared for the FINs were distributed to them. They also 
received an ang pow, courtesy of a kind donor. Members also 
made use of this opportunity to mingle with the FINs and get to 
know them better

St Teresa Conference
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Particular Council West

In 2017, the Conference of St. Ignatius befriended and assisted 
needy and elderly FINs in Redhill Close area.  Financial assistance 
provided included cash allowances and reimbursements for 
medical expenses. The Conference organised dinners during 
Easter and Christmas for FINs. To date, the Conference assists 
148 FINs.
The Conference also reached out to migrant workers, 
sponsoring accommodation for the homeless and injured Special 
Pass (SP) Workers whose cases are pending investigation by the 
authorities. On the last Friday of each month, SSVP members 
distribute fresh fruits, toiletries and snacks to them. 
Young members of the Conference reached out to girls from 
the Ahuva Good Shepherd Home. Activities and outings are 
organised on every third Saturday of the month. These activities 
include a visit to a radio station, ice skating sessions - exposing 
them to different activities, skill sets and values.
St. Ignatius Conference is part of PC West’s ‘Goin-a-Shoppin’ 
fortnightly initiative with St Joseph’s Home. This encourages 
homebound residents to contemplate, bargain for and then 
decide on what they want.
The Conference is also one of the sponsors of the Milk and 
Diapers (MAD) project and members provide leadership in 
the management of this project and are actively involved as 
volunteers and befrienders.

St Ignatius Conference

The Holy Cross Conference started a new initiative in 2017 
to celebrate the birthdays of FINs aged 70 and above.  The 
celebration was held on every Ration Sunday of each month.
The annual Education Award Ceremony for children of FINs 
was held on April 2 last year. Fourteen children received the 
award from Fr Jovita, the Spiritual Director of our Conference. 
An Improvement Award was also introduced for students who 
had shown improvement in their studies from Semesters 1 to 2 
in 2016.
Also, for the first time, parishioners were invited to share the 
joy of Christmas with FINs by contributing Christmas gift items 
valued below $50. The Conference received an overwhelming 
response of support from the parishioners. The gifts comprised 
of household and electrical appliances. These gifts were 
presented to FINs at the annual Christmas Dinner held on Nov 
26.

Holy Cross Conference
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The Blessed Sacrament Conference embarked on a new project 
in 2017 to bring cheer to residents of St. Joseph’s Home. 
During their three visits to the Home last year, SSVP members 
organised a market for the residents. They provided each 
resident with “$50 Monopoly money” with which they could 
buy a variety of products – from Tiger Balm to clothing to titbits 
and fresh fruits that the SSVP members had brought along. The 
residents were also provided with hot bean curd and green 
bean soup. The residents had great fun “shopping”. Some of the 
elderly even bought chocolates and cakes!
Last year, the FINs looked after by the SSVP Blessed Sacrament 
Conference were taken for outing of fun. They were taken to a 
karaoke lounge where some of the FINs showed off their skills 
on the dancefloor.  Some FINs took part in a singing comptition 
and won NTUC vouchers. The outing was followed by a simple 
dinner. The FINs shared with members that they enjoyed the 
outing and looked forward to having another karaoke session in 
the near future. 

Blessed Sacrament Conference

The Conference of St. Mary of the Angels started the year with 
a ‘Push Cart Event’ at St. Joseph’s Home for its residents. The 
push carts were brightly decorated in red and gold to signify  
the festive colours of Chinese New Year. The carts contained 
items such as foodstuff, hair accessories and knick knacks. 
Residents were given Monopoly money to buy items of their 
choice. 
In July, the Conference organised a lunch for its FINs. This was 
held at Hotel Royal, an emcee and some live performances were 
provided to entertained the FINs.
December saw the Conference holding its annual Christmas 
party for the FINs which brought festive cheer to them while 
allowing Conference members an opportunity to bond with the 
FINs.

St Mary of the Angels Conference



Particular Council North

With Christmas being the season of giving, the Holy Spirit 
Conference organised their annual Christmas Party on Dec 10 
for their FINs.
The FINs were treated to a sumptuous buffet that was graced 
by the Spiritual Director of the Conference Fr Paul Goh. Both 
young and old FINs were engaged in a series of games, which 
included Bingo and Passing the Parcel. The FINs were then 
presented with their Christmas gifts, wrapped and gifted by the 
members of the Society. One of the SSVP members dressed up 
as Santa Claus to present the ecstatic FINs with their Christmas 
presents!
The FINs and SSVP members had a great time of fellowship. As 
it is said, ‘every good and perfect gift comes from above.’ 

Holy Spirit Conference

The Risen Christ Conference organised many activities for its 
FINs in 2017.  These included a River Safari outing in February. 
FINs had a memorable time taking boat rides, and were thrilled 
to see the pandas and some rare fishes.
In March, the SSVP Youths organised an excursion to the Science 
Centre as part of an educational event. FINs solved puzzles, 
went through laser mazes, and even got an opportunity to 
interact with butterflies. 
In June, the Youths also took the FINs to the Assisi Fun Day. The 
children had a blast with the different attractions including fun 
rides, games, hand painting, and feasting on the sumptuous food.
In November, youths and other volunteers organised a 3-day 
2-night stay for FINs at the Wild Wild Wet Resort where FINs 
took part in various games and enjoyed a barbeque.

Risen Christ Conference
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After the Feast Day mass at the Church of St. Francis of Assisi, 
members from SSVP Our Lady Star of the Sea bonded with 
members of other Conferences. Our Spiritual Adviser Fr 
Gregoire van Giang also joined us in the fellowship.
During the Christmas season last year, the Conference hosted 
a Christmas party for the FINs along with the Conference of 
St. Anthony. This was because the Church of Our Lady Star of 
the Sea was undergoing renovation at that point. Before the 
event, held on Dec 9, Conference members got together to 
plan the party and buy gifts for the FINs. They had a great time 
wrapping and preparing the presents. FINs and members from 
the Conference were able to enjoy the gathering as one family. 
There were many entertaining games, good food, fantastic prizes 
and lots of fun at the party.

Our Lady Star of the Sea Conference

St Joachim Conference
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The SSVP St Joachim Conference ran a tuition programme 
to help the children of FINs in their studies. This programme 
focuses on providing students with help through tuition in 
English and Mathematics.  It also serves to create opportunity 
and space for bonding through activities such as games during 
their break times.

The Conference also organised events for FINs throughout 
the year including a Chinese New Year lunch and an outing to 
the Singapore Zoo in December.



The Conference of Christ The King members noticed during their visits to FINs’ homes that some of them slept on beds that were 
infested with bugs. Some were even sleeping on the floor for want of a mattress. This led to Conference members to embark on a 
Home Improvement Project. Thirty three SSVP members, along with volunteers from various other church ministries, formed groups 
to deliver new pillows, bedsheets, mattresses and beds which benefitted 130 families. They ended the day with light refreshments and 
fellowship, where parishioners got to know more about the SSVP Ministry. 
A Christmas party was also organised last year to bring some festive joy to FINs. Christ The King parishioners supported the effort 
by donating gifts and in wrapping them. They even donated log cakes for the party. At the party, beneficiaries received handmade 
Christmas cards, gift hampers and ang pows. Education Awards were given out to students who achieved good results and had good 
conduct. It was a lively celebration with games, singing and a delicious meal.
Other projects the Conference organised were the Haircut at Ration Day and House Cleaning for FINs.

Christ the King Conference
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Last year, several members visited the homes of FINs to 
celebrate Chinese New Year with them. Members had noticed 
that some FINs who lived alone were feeling disheartened with 
the approach of the festive season. They then decided to share 
yusheng and celebrate the occasion with these FINs. 
Members also spent time and effort cleaning the homes of 
FINs, sometimes with the help of parishioners. They cleaned 
their living quarters, got rid of bed bugs, painted and refurbished 
some homes, replaced kitchenware, and even changed stoves for 
FINs. 
St Anthony members ended the year with a Christmas party for 
160 FINs. This was hosted jointly with the Our Lady Star of the 
Sea Conference at the St Anthony Auditorium.

St Anthony Conference

Particular Council North

Vincentian
Family

39



Particular Council Serangoon

The Conference organised an Easter party for 15 children of 
FINs. The children received stationery gift vouches and other 
presents donated by parishioners. They were also provided with 
a meal sponsored by Grandma’s Kitchen.
As part of the PC Serangoon District, the St Anne Conference 
joined the other Conferences to help with the Dormitory 
Project, reaching out to 5,000 migrant workers at Mandai 
Westlite Dormitory. Members provided food, entertainment and 
goodie bags of groceries and necessities to the workers.
The Conference also participated in the combined Christmas 
lunch party for FINs organised by PC Serangoon which was held 
at the Church of the Immaculate Heart of Mary.

St Anne Conference

This conference conducted their annual Lenten almsgiving 
project last year and parishioners contributed rations which 
were given to the FINs. Students from Monfort Primary School 
packed rations for the poor as part of their Lent Outreach 
Programme. Youths from Level 8 Catechism then assisted with 
the distribution of these rations to lower income families living in 
the Hougang Area. Parishioners provided transportation during 
the distribution.
In partnership with Red Cross and the National Blood Bank, the 
Nativity Conference organised an annual blood donation drive 
for the Nativity Parish. Members helped set up the location, 
register parishioners and attended to donors during the blood 
donation drive.

Nativity of the BVM Conference

40

Vincentian
Family

Several SSVP members collaborated with St Francis Xavier 
church parishioners to plan and execute the Feed the Hungry 
Lent initiative in April last year. This was part of the ‘Give’ 
component of the Lenten theme – Pray+Fast+Give. The 
parish received generous donations totalling about $64,000 
throughout the Lenten period from  parishioners.
Parishioners were asked to identify disadvantaged needy or poor 
people or families residing in the neighbourhood. The identified 
people were then presented with 922 gift bags comprising basic 
groceries and a towel which were packed by members and 
parishioners. 
In November, the Conference also participated in the PC 
Serangoon Dormitory Project – ‘5 Loaves and 2 Fishes’. While 
in December, it celebrated Christmas with the FINs and Fr. 
Benedict, the new Spiritual Director for the Conference.

St Francis Xavier Conference

The Immaculate Heart of Mary Conference adopted the 
Gift of Love Home for their quarterly visits to allow them to 
get the opportunity to know the residents better and build a 
rapport with them. 

In addition to the usual activities of joining the residents for 
Sunday mass followed by serving them lunch, the Conference 
started the Fruit Tree Project to plant fruit trees at the Home. 
Blooms and Greens donated some fruit trees and fertilisers. 
Members also did some preparation work planting some 
seedlings at the home prior to the visit. The tree-planting drive 
was supported by Conference members from St. Francis Xavier, 
family members of Vincentians, as well as members of the Deaf 
Ministry belonging to the Immaculate Heart of Mary church.

On subsequent visits, the Vincentians continued to plant and 
look after the trees.

The Conference also took its FINs to the Gardens By The 
Bay to experience the Winter Wonderland at the Flower Dome 
on Nov 11. The FINs were provided dinner before the trip.

Earlier on May 13, the centenary of the Apparition of Our 
Lady in Fatima, members gathered for a rosary which was 
followed by a BBQ.

Immaculate Heart of Mary Conference
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Last year the Conference of St Louis de Marillac welcomed new 
members. Members visited the homes of over 70 FINs, helping 
them obtain support from social service departments and 
walking in faith with them in their struggles. 
The Conference adopted residents of Ju Eng Nursing Home and 
long-term patients of the Institute for Mental Health - visiting 
them every month and celebrating mass. Members visited 
residents of Silra Home and prayed the Rosary with them. 
Residents of Pelangi Home are also accompanied to the Church 
of St Vincent de Paul on alternative Sundays for Mass, which is 
followed by a brunch at Fr Saussard’s Café. 
The Youth Wing of the Conference organised youth-oriented 
activities, tuition and family outings for children of FINs. The 
children were motivated through annual Education Awards for 
satisfactory performance and progress.

The Senior Parishioners’ weekly ‘Share-a-Pot’ fellowship was 
initiated in January 2017. Members reach out to seniors living in 
the parish through sharing healthy and nutritious meals and to 
help them socialise and exercise.

St Louis de Marillac Conference

In August, the National Council (NC) and the Serangoon 
Particular Council (PC) appointed a protemp team to support 
the setup of the new Conference of the Church of the 
Transfiguration (COTT). 
The team recruited new volunteers, arranged bonding sessions, 
shared the Vincentian vocation and mission and provided training 
to new members. This culminated in a Day of Recollection which 
ended with a Mass and pledge-taking ceremony.
COTT members accompanied St Anne’s Conference members 
to visit FIN families, getting to know the FINs better and to 
facilitate a smooth handover. New FINs were also adopted 
through referrals and walk-in applications.
The Conference provided food and rations to migrant workers 
at the PC Serangoon Dormitory Project and participated in a 
Christmas Party organised by the Serangoon PC.
The Conference expressed appreciation for the support of the 
NC, PC, St Anne’s Conference and parish priest, Fr Joachim, 
during this formative phase.

Church of the Transfiguration Conference
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“Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love 
is the fulfillment of the law.”

Proverb 20 : 6 - 7



Milk & Diapers
Programme

The Milk and Diapers (MAD) programme provides milk and 
diapers to low income families with newborn babies, young 
children with special needs and some elderly FINs. This project is 
a collaboration between the Fei Yue Family Service Centre (Fei 
Yue) and the SSVP, along with some individual volunteers.

The MAD programme is aimed at alleviating the hardships 
that are often faced by these groups and it aims to meet the 
nutritional needs of the children in their crucial growing up years.

In addition to the delivery of milk and diapers to the 
beneficiaries, the MAD Project team members also:
a) assist Fei Yue by looking out for the wellbeing
of the families served by this programme. As a result of their 
visits to these families, the project team are able to provide 
valuable feedback to caseworkers of Fei Yue for necessary early 
intervention. This may include situations in which the families’ 
breadwinners may have lost their jobs, concerns of potential 
child abuse, children not attending school, etc.
b) provide friendship and support to beneficiaries and their 
families, as many of them experience hardship and loneliness in 
their personal struggles.

The MAD Project is funded by different groups including some 
SSVP Conferences and a number of individual donors.
In 2017, the MAD programme served 100 infants

by Magdalene Tan
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Migrant Workers
Dormitory Project

On Nov 25 last year, the six Conferences under SSVP 
Serangoon District teamed up with the Archdiocesan 
Commission for the Pastoral Care of Migrants & Itinerant People 
(ACMI) to reach out to 5,000 migrant workers at Mandai’s 
Westlite Dormitory.

SSVP provided the migrant workers with groceries and sundry 
items. They were also treated to chicken biryani and an evening 
of games and entertainment.  

This outreach was preceded by a two-hour spiritual retreat 
the previous evening at Agape Village facilitated by Cenacle 
Sister Ermilda Benedictos. And the day after the outreach event 
a  Thanksgiving Mass was celebrated at the Church of the 
Transfiguration celebrated by Father Adrian Danker, S.J.

by James Ho
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“For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not

perish but have eternal life.”
John 3 : 16



brought to you by
Annual Report 2017

If you have a passion in marketing/branding, PR and design work, come join our 
dynamic and fun-filled Communications team! 

Contact us at ssvpsingaporefacebook@gmail.com.
Like our Facebook Page www.facebook.com/SSVPSingapore

SSVP Communications Team

Prayer of 
The Vincentian Family

The Vincentian Pledge

LORD JESUS, You who willed to become poor,
Give us eyes and a heart directed toward the poor,
Help us to recognise You in them –
In their thirst, their hunger, their loneliness and their misfortune.

Enkindle within our Vincentian family,
unity, simplicity, humility and the fire of love
that burned in St Vincent de Paul

Strengthen us, so that, faithful to the practice of these virtues,
We may contemplate You, and serve You, in the person of the poor.
And may one day be united with You and them in Your kingdom.

Amen

AS FAR AS WE ARE ABLE: 

We PROMISE to do all we can to make Christ’s Law of Love prevalent among all men and women, 
practicing the spiritual and corporal works of mercy. 

We PROMISE to sanctify ourselves through prayer, attendance at mass and frequent reception of 
the Sacraments in order to fulfill better our duties as Vincentians. 

We PROMISE to visit the Poor and the Sick in their homes and institutions in order to provide 
their needs both spiritually and materially. 

We PROMISE to impart knowledge of our Faith to our friends in need and those we come into 
contact by sharing our Faith and the Good News with them by our actions. 

We PROMISE to participate in the annual retreat and the 2 feast days of the Society so that our 
zeal for souls may be rekindled. 

We PROMISE to help advance the works of mercy by our offering in the secret bag collection 
within our means. 

We PROMISE to increase the influence of the Society by convincing qualified people, especially 
young men and women to join the Society and to guide them with our experience. 

We PROMISE to pray for each other, so that we may be strengthened in our vocation as 
Vincentians. 

Vincentian Family report by Amanda Choo




